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SUBJECT: SMALL BUSINESS SECTOR PROTESTS PROBLEMS IN 
GETTING RAW MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT 

1 . THE SMALL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (SBA) REPRESENTING 
TRADERS AND MANUFACTURERS, HAS COME OUT STRONGLY AGAINST 
DELAYS AND DIFFICULTIES IN OBTAINING LICENSES FOR THE 
IMPORT OF NEEDED RAW MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING 
TO EXECUTIVE MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION, THE MEMBERS ARE 
'FED UP TO THE TEETH' WITH THE LOCAL TRADE ADMINISTRATOR'S 
DEPARTMENT (TAD) AND THE BANK OF JAMAICA BECAUSE OF THE 
TREATMENT METED OUT TO THEM BY BOTH GOJ ENTITIES. 

2. THE ASSOCIATION HAS THREATENED A TOTAL SHUTDOWN BY 
SMALL BUSINESSMEN AND A MASSIVE DEMONSTRATION IF THINGS 
DO NOT IMPROVE. 

3. SBA PRESIDENT ASTLEY STONE TOLD NEWSMEN OVER THE 
WEEKEND THAT BECAUSE OF FAILURE TO OBTAIN LETTERS OF CREDIT 
FROM THE BANK OF JAMAICA, AND LICENSES FOR IMPORTING 

RAW MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT FROM THE TRADE ADMINISTRATOR, 

SOME MEMBERS WERE NOW HAVING TO LAY OFF WORKERS. IN THE 
CASE OF THE BANK OF JAMAICA, IT WAS SAID, THERE WAS A 
BACKLOG OF J$30 MILLION OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE CREDIT TO BE 
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DEALT WITH WHILE IN THE CASE OF THE TRADE ADMINISTRATOR, 

IN MANY INSTANCES, LICENSES WERE ISSUED FOR IMPORT OF RAW 
MATERIALS AND NONE FOR THE EQUIPMENT TO PROCESS THESE RAW 
MATERIALS. THE CRITICISM WAS THAT THERE WAS A LACK 
OF COORDINATION WITHIN THE TAD. 

4. THE SECRETARY OF SBA, ADOLPH BROWN STATED THAT THE 
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PROPOSAL TO SET UP A COMPANY TO IMPORT AND DISTRIBUTE RAW 
MATERIALS AMONG SMALL BUSINESSES, HAD BEEN SET BACK BY 
THE NEW 10 PER CENT STAMP DUTY AND 27 PER CENT CONSUMPTION 
TAX. 

5. VICE-PRESICENT BYRON MOORE EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT WITHOUT 
RAW MATERIALS, MANUFACTURERS CANNOT PRODUCE AND FURTHER HOPED 
THAT THE GOJ WOULD FIND WAYS AND MEANS TO REDRESS WHAT HE 
CALLED THE 'IMBALANCES.' 

IRVING 
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